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Dear Corona Resident ,
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Stay Safe,

David Duffy, Fire Chief

Get READY - Create a Defensible Home
homes that are in compliance with City of Corona’s Fire Hazard Severity Zone requirements or have been through

approved by the Fire Department that helps protect homes and neighborhoods by requiring vegetation planted in
thinning.

Zone 1 “Lean, Clean and Green Zone”

• Zero to 30-foot wide irrigated area of low growing plants
with high moisture content immediately around structures.
• Helps prevent direct
impingement on the structure
and is free of
receptive fuels where embers can ignite.

Zone 2 “Reduced Fuel Zone”
• Extends 30 to 100 feet from the home.
• Uses approved plantings, typically irrigated and
intensity by eliminating continuous fuels and
maintains higher fuel moisture levels in irrigated
vegetation.

ZONE 1
ZONE 2

What is Defensible Space ?
defensible space for each structure varies, depending on the type of vegetation and topography.

Zone One extends 30 feet out from buildings, structures, decks, etc.
• Remove all dead or dying vegetation.
• Trim tree canopies regularly to keep their branches a minimum of 10 feet from structures and other trees.
• Remove leaf litter (dry leaves/pine needles) from yard, roof and rain gutters.
• Relocate woodpiles or other combustible materials into Zone Two.
• Remove combustible material and vegetation from around and under decks.
• Remove or prune vegetation near windows.
Create a separation between low-level vegetation and tree branches. This can be done by reducing the height of lowlevel vegetation and/or trimming low tree branches.
Zone Two extends 30 to 100 feet out from buildings, structures and decks.
from plant to plant by removing dead material and removing and/or thinning vegetation. The minimum spacing between
vegetation is three times the dimension of the plant.
• Remove “ladder fuels.”
• Cut or mow annual grass down to a maximum height of 4 inches.
• Trim tree canopies regularly to keep their branches a minimum of 10 feet from other trees.
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What is a “Hardened” Home ?
scheme and gain the upper hand because of a small, overlooked or seemingly inconsequential factor. However,
all of the measures listed below, each will increase your home’s, and possibly your family’s, safety and survival

ROOFS
A roof is the most vulnerable surface for embers to
open ends of barrel tiles, and rain gutters.
EAVES
Embers gather under open eaves and ignite exposed
wood or other combustible material.
VENTS
Embers enter the attic or other concealed space
and ignite combustible materials. Vents in eaves
and cornices are particularly vulnerable, as are any
unscreened vents.
WALLS
Combustible siding or other combustible or overlapping
materials provide a surface and crevice for embers to
nestle and ignite.
WINDOWS & DOORS
Embers can enter gaps in doors, including
garage doors. Plants or combustible storage
near windows can be ignited from embers and
generate heat that can break windows and/or melt
combustible frames.
BALCONIES & DECKS
Embers collect in or on combustible surfaces or
undersides of decks and balconies, ignite the
material, and enter the home through walls or
windows.
To harden your home even further, consider

ember that enters your home, it also protects you
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Create
Your Own
Action Plan

Action Plan.
Each family’s plan will be different, depending on their
situation.
family and keep it in a safe and accessible place for
quick implementation.

Get SET - Prepare Your Family


Create a Family Disaster Plan that includes meeting
locations and communication plans, and rehearse
it regularly. Include in your plan the evacuation of
large animals, such as horses.



family how to use them.


Ensure that your family knows where your gas,
electric and water main shut-off controls are and
how to use them.



Plan several different escape routes.



Designate an emergency meeting location outside



Assemble an emergency supply kit as
recommended by the American Red Cross.



Appoint an out-of-area friend or relative as a point
of contact so that you can communicate with
family members who have relocated.



Maintain a list of emergency contact numbers
posted near your phone and in your emergency
supply kit.



Keep an extra emergency supply kit in your car in



Have a portable radio or scanner so that you can

As the Fire Approaches


Alert family and neighbors.

INDOOR CHECKLIST



Dress in appropriate clothing (i.e., clothing made



Have goggles and a dry bandana or particle mask
handy.




on hand that includes necessary items, such as a
battery-powered radio, spare batteries, emergency
contact numbers, and ample drinking water.


Stay tuned to your TV or local radio stations for
updates, or check your Fire Department’s website.



Remain close to your house, drink plenty of water
and keep an eye on your family and pets if you did
not evacuate.

Shut all windows and doors, leaving them
unlocked.
curtains and close metal shutters.



Remove lightweight curtains.


room, away from windows and doors.


Shut off gas at the meter. Turn off pilot lights.


house under smoky conditions.


Shut off the air conditioning.

IF YOU ARE TRAPPED: SURVIVAL TIPS
OUTDOOR CHECKLIST

and bring them inside (e.g., patio furniture, children’s toys,
doormats, etc.) or place them in your pool.


Turn off propane tanks.



Connect garden hoses to outside taps.



Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running - they can
waste critical water pressure.



Leave exterior lights on.



Back your car into the garage. Shut doors and roll up
windows.



Have a ladder available.




Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or
commercial seals.



Shelter away from outside walls.


extinguish them.


Wear long sleeves and long pants made of



Stay hydrated.


(remember if it’s hot inside the house it is four



Check inside the attic for hidden embers.



with a small amount of water or in a short
period of time, call 9-1-1.

GO Early

move more freely and do their job.

Make a Kit
•

Keep the six “P’s” ready, in case an immediate evacuation is required:
•

People and pets

•

Papers, phone numbers, and important documents

•

Prescriptions, vitamins, and eyeglasses

•

Pictures and irreplaceable memorabilia

•

Personal computers (information on hard drive and disks)

•

“Plastic” (credit cards, ATM cards) and cash

WHEN TO LEAVE

HOW TO GET THERE

Leave early enough to avoid being caught in

Have several travel routes in case one route is

be told by authorities to leave. In an intense

and equipment. Choose an escape route

every door. If you are advised to leave, don’t
hesitate!

WHAT TO TAKE

WHERE TO GO
Leave to a predetermined location (it should
be a low-risk area, such as a well-prepared
neighbor or relative’s house, a Red Cross
shelter or evacuation center, motel, etc.)

Take your emergency supply kit containing
your family and pet’s necessary items, such
medications, and toys. Also, don’t forget
valuables, such as your computer, photos,
and important documents.
Organize your family members and make
arrangements for your pets.

where every member of your family can see it.
Rehearse it with your family.

During High Fire Danger Days in your area; monitor your local media

Important Phone Numbers

Emergency:

School:

Family:

Friends:

Animal Shelter:

When to go:

Where to go:

How to get there:

What to take:



Insurance Papers

Who to tell (before and after):



Photos



Prescriptions



Important Documents

Ready! Set! Go!

Community Emergency Response Team

/

